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October 12,2012 ;3 g 

Anthony Herman HI — ̂ CD 
General Counsel ^^^m 
Federal Election Commission 5 z " * ^ 

fvj Washington, DC 20463 5 
GO 

Nl 

^ Re: In the Matter of Ohio News Organization, et aL, MUR No. 6383 
Kl 
sr 
ST 
Q Dear Mr. Herman, 
Kl 
<̂  I represent Mr. Dan La Botz, the complainant in the above-styled matter. As I am sure 

you are aware, the United States District Court for the District of Columbia in La Botz v. FEC, 
No. 11-1247, on September 5, 2012, remanded the matter back to tiie FEC for further 
proceedings. In anticipation of these proceedings, Mr. La Botz, through counsel, supplements 
his original Complaint with the following information, which lie believes is both relevant and is 
true to the best of his belief 

As in 2010, when Mr. La Botz ran for U.S. Senate in Ohio as a Socialist Party candidate, 
Ohio in 2012 is conducting another senatorial election. Mr. La Botz is not running in this 
election. However, another minor candidate, Scott Rupert, has qualified for the ballot and is 
challenging the two major-party candidates. Senator Sherrod Brown (Democrat) and State 
Treasurer Josh Mandel (Republican). See Directive 2012-39 
(http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/UDload/elections/directives/2012/Dir2012-39.pdf) (Attachment 
A). 

As in 2010, when Mr. La Botz was excluded from tiie Ohio News Organization's (ONO) 
debates and debate-staging process, ONO has again staged a series of debates between the 
major-party candidates without including the minor candidate in either the staging process or the 
debates. See Brown, Mandel agree to three debates, including one in Columbus, COLUMBUS 

DISPATCH, Aug. 17,2012 (http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/08/17/senate-
debate-columbus.htmh (Attachment B). 

The 2012 debates between Drown and Mandel were announced on August 17,2012, see 
Attachment B, approximately three weeks before the District Court announced its decision in tiie 
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La Botz case. On September 18,2012, approximately two weeks after the announced decision in 
La Botz, counsel for the ONO sent to counsel for La Botz a revised set of criteria for candidates 
who wished to participate in ONQ's debates. See Attachment C. These new criteria require that 
candidates either be nominated by a major party, or otherwise have raised at least $500,000 to 
support his campaign. See ^ 3.b (Attachment B). In addition, candidates must poll "an average 
ofat least 10% in all polls" released by three polling services. Id. ^ 3.a. 

By its own terms, of course, this new policy further demonstrates ONO's preference for 
major-party candidates, who need not meet any fundraising level in order to participate in the 
debates. 

Kl 
0 But perhaps more importantly, the time-line described above indicates that when it was 
Kl 

planning its 2012 debates between Brown and Mandel, the ONO could not have employed this 
Kl new policy. It was not developed, after all, until two weeks after the District Coiut's decision in 
Kl 
^ La Botz. The debates between Brown and Mandel, and excluding Rupert, were announced three 
^ weeks before tiie District Court's decision in La Botz, and over one month before the new policy 
0 was put in place. Obviously, the ONO employed some other set of "pre-existing objective 
^ criteria" to its staging of the 2012 debates. This evidence suggests that there is a strong 

likelihood that ONO employed precisely the same criteria that it employed in 2010, and which 
were questioned by the District Court in La Botz. Moreover, there is reason to believe that these 
criteria, as in 2010, were not disclosed beyond the Brown and Mandel campaigns. This evidence 
strongly suggests a continuing course of conduct on the part of ONO of simply selecting the 
major-party candidates for its senatorial debates without giving any consideration to the other 
candidates. 

Counsel for Mr. La Botz on September 18,2012 complained to counsel for ONO that the 
new criteria were no better than the old criteria that were questioned by the Court in La Botz. 
Counsel for ONO responded by letter dated September 19,2012. See Attachment D. Counsel 
for Mr. La Botz sent letters to both of the major-party candidates who were invited to the ONO's 
2012 debates informing them that the debates had likely been illegally staged. See Attachments 
E & F. Neither candidate has yet responded. 

Sincerely, 

Mark R. Brown 
mbrown@law.capital.edu 
Attomey for Mr. Dan La Botz 



Jon Husted 
Ohio Secretary of State 

180 East Broad Street, 16th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Tel: (877) 767-6446 Fax: (614) 644-0649 
www.Oh/oSecre/aryoASfafe.gov. 

DIRECTIVE 2012-39 
August 24, 2012 

To: All County Boards of Elections 
Directors, Deputy Directors, and Board Members 

O 
H\ Re: Candidates for Statewide Office 

^ The following candidates have been certified to the November 6, 2012 General Election: 

^. For President and Vice President 
O 
Kl 
iH For President 

Stewart Alexander 
For Vice President 
Alex Mendoza 
Socialist 

For President 
Richard Duncan 
For Vice President 
Ricky Johnson 
Nonparty candidates 

For President 
Virgil Goode 
For Vice President 
Jim Clymer 
Constitution 

For President 
Gary Johnson 
For Vice President 
James P. Gray 
Libertarian 
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For President 

For Vice President 

Democratic 

For President 

For Vice President 

Republican 
m 
JÛ  For President 
^ Jlll Stein 
^ For Vice President 
Kl 
^ Cheri Honkala 
SJ Green 
O 
Kl 
«j For U.S. Senator 

Sherrod Brown 
Democratic 

Josh Mandel 
Republican 

Scott A. Rupert 
Nonparty candidate 

For Justice of the Supreme Court 
(Full term commencing 1 -1 -2013) 

Terrcnce O'Donnell 

Mike Skindell 

For Justice of the Supreme Court 
(Full term commencing 1 -2-2013) 

Robert R. Cupp 

William M. O'Neill 
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For Justice ofthe Supreme Court 
(Unexpired term ending 12-31-2014) 

Yvette McGee Brown 

Sharon L. Kennedy 

The names of the presidential and vice-presidential nominees of the Democratic and Republican 
Parties will be filed with this office after their respective conventions, but no later than 
September 7,2012. The nominees' names will be certified to all boards of elections no later than 

Q September 7,2012.' 
Kl 

^ If you have any questions conceming this Directive, please contact the Secretary of State's 
1̂  elections attomey assigned to your county at (614) 466-2585. 

5 Sincerely, 
0 
Kl 

f Jon Husted 

SECTIONS 4 and 5 of Amended Substitute House Bill No. 509 (eff. June 26,2012). 
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O 
Kl 

Kl 
Kl 
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OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT 
.County 

Instructions to Voter 

• To vote: completely darken 
the oval ( ^ ) to the left of 
your choice. 

• Note the permitted number of 
choices directly t)elow the title 
of each candidate office. Oo 
not mark the ballot for more 
choices than allowed. 

• If you mark the ballot for more 
choices than pennitted, that 
contest or question will not be 
c»unted. 

• To write-In a ciandidate: 
completely darken the oval 
(•)totheleflofthe 
blank line and write In the 
candidate's name. Only votes 
cast for candidates who filed 
as write-in candidates can be 
counted. 

• Do not writenn a candidate's 
name if that person's name is 
already printed on the ballot 
for that same contest. 

• If you make a mistake 
or want to change your 
vote: retum your ballot to an 
eleclion official and get a new 
one. You may ask for a new 
baltot up to two times. 

001 TWP A 

B General Election 

For President and 
Vice. Presiderit 
(Vote fbr hot nibra than .1 pair) 
' A vett for any cantfWatM for Prwaldwit 
•and VIca PraaManI ahalj ba a vote for lha 
alaelora a( Uieaa eahdidalaa whoaa namaa 
.hava baan eartlflad le Uia Bacraiary of Stata. 

cz> For President 
Stewart Alexander 
For Vice President 
Alex Mendoza 
Socialist 

o For President 
Richard Duncan 
For Vice President 
Ricky Johnson 
Nonparty candidates 

o For President 
Virgil Goode 
For Vice President 
Jim Clymer 
Conslitution 

o For President 
Gary Johnson 
For Vice President 
James P. Gray 
Libertarian 

o For President 

For Vice President 

Oemocratlc 

o For President 

For Vice President 

Republican 

o For President 
Jlll Stein 
For Vice President 
Cherl Honkala 
Green 

For President 

For Vice President 

Write-in 

B 0001:1 

November 6,2012 

i^orU^ 

c=> Sherrod Brown 
Democratic 

CD Josh IMandel 
Republican 

<=> Scott A Rupert 
Nonparty candidate 

Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affilialion or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(insert party afRliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party afflUatkm or baDot 
designation, If any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affilialion or ballot 
designatton. If any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation. If any) 
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This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for ballot layout 
for candidates for the November 2012 General Election. 
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OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT 
.County 

Fpr County CommlslBloner. 
(Fuij tenii commencing ii-3*20i3j 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

For; Prosecuting Attorney 
(VotaifQr not.miBrathan i) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

•Foî lê k̂ iE^̂ CoiiJt̂  

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

lerj 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or l)allot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

pdRj^ourity^cdrdflTr 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party afTdiaHon or tiallot 
designation. If any) 

Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

For CountyTreasur^r 
(yfg^for nrit?gi^ thait i|) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

001 TWP A 

General Election 

For County Engineer 
(Vote for not more than 1) 

For JuageF(0 
Courticiirri^ 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or baWoX 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

For Coroner 
(Vote for not more than 1) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or tiailol 
designation, if any) 

CD Print Candidate Name 
(Insert party affiliation or ballot 
designation, if any) 

For Member of 
State Bbard of Education 

bistrict)..; 

November 6,2012 

CD Print Candidate Name 

CD Print Candidate Name 

Fbr jua_ 
Cburi•'of^i 
(Full term j 

CD Print Candidate Name 

CD Print Candidate Name 

•F6r̂  
Coiir;̂ ! 

(Vote; forni 

'iBtejor.ndtm^̂ ^ 

CD Print Candidate Name 

CD Print Candidate Name 

For Justice of the 
Supreme Court 
(Pull .term eornirnenielng 1-1'i2013) 
:(Vote;fclr rjoymgniî ĵ ^ . 

CD Terrence O'Donnell 

CD Mike Skindell 

For Justice of the 
Supreme Court 
(Full.term commencing 1-2-2013) 
(Vote Ibr not more thani l). ... ; 

CD Robert R. Cupp 

CD William M. O'Neill 

FQrJij8tlj5iB.bf thie 
Stipremajpburtv^ 
:(Unbkip|irf;d;tî ^ 
(Vote fbir"niM|reê ^ , 
CD Yvette McGee Brown 

CD Sharon L. Kennedy 

For Judge of the 
Court of Appeals 
I District) 
(Full term conimenclng XX-XX-20XX) 
(Vote for not more than 1) 

CD Print Candidate Name 

CD Print Candidate Name 

0001:1 

CD Print Candidate Name 

CD Print Candidate Name 

Page 2 of 4 

001 

This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for ballot layout 
for candidates for the November 2012 General Eiection. 
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OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT 

o 
Kl 

Kl 
Kl 
'SI 

0 

.County 

•VStiate Issuie 1 
QtieitlOri presented ipursiiaht 
tbVAŜ cle ievli-Sectidn 3 of the 
(idn t̂iiutlbn'bf the Sbte of 
Ohio : 

A majority yes vote is necessary for. 
passage. 

Article XVI, Section 3 of the 
Constitution of the State of Ohio reads 
as follows: 

'At the general election to be held in 
the year one thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-two, and in each twentieth 
year thereafter, the question: 'Shall 
there be a convention to revise, alter, 
or amend the conslitutionf,]' shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state: 
and in case a majority of the electors, 
voting for and against the calling of a 
convention, shall decide in favor of a 
convention, the general assembly, at 
its next session, shall provide, by law, 
for the election of delegates, and the 
assembling of such convention, as is 
provided in ihe preceding section; but 
no amendment of this constitution, 
agreed upon by any convention •. 
assembled in pursuance of this 
artide, shall take effect, until the 
same shall have been submitted to 
the eiectors of the state, and adopted 
by a majority of those voting thereon.' 

Shall there be a convention 
to revise, alter, or amend the 
Ohio Constitution? 

CD YES 

CD NO 

001 TWP A 

H General Election 

State Issue 2 
To create d iltate-fuhded 
bbihrnlssibn'tb di'aw legislative 
and congressional, districts 

Proposbd Constitutional 
Amendment 
Proposed by initiative PetlUon 

To add and repeal language fn 
Sections 1,3,4,6,7.9 and 13 pf 
Article XI, repeal Sisctlons B and I4 of 
ArUcle XI, and add a new Section 16 
to Article XI of the Constitution of tlie 
State of Ohio 

A majority yes vote is necessary for. 
the amendment'to pess. 

The proposed amendment would: 
1. Remove tiie autiiority of elected 

representatives and grant new 
authority to appointed officials to 
establish congressional and state 
legislative district lines. 

2. Create a state funded commission 
of appointed officials from a limited 
pool of applicants to replace the 
aforementioned. The Commission 
will consist of 12 members as 
follows: four affiliated with the largest 
political party, four affiliated with tiie 
second largest political party and four 
not affiliated with either of Uie two 
largest political parties. Affirmative 
votes of 7 of 12 memtiers are needed 
to select a plan. 

3. Require new legislative and 
congressional districts be 
immediately established by the 
Commission to replace the most 
recent districts adopted by elected 
representatives, which districts shall 
not be challenged except by court 
order until the next federal decennial 
census and apportionment. In the 
event the Commission is not able to 
detennine a plan by October 1, tiie 
Ohn Supreme Court would need 
to adopt a plan from all the plans 
submitted lo the Commission. 

4. Change the standards and 
requirements in tiie Constitution for 
drawing legislative and congressional 
districts. 

5. Mandate the General Assembly to 
appropriate all funds as determined 
by the Commission including, but not 
t>e limited to, compensating: 
1. StaN 
2. Consultants 
3. Legal counsel 
4. Commission members 

If approved, the amendment will be 
effective thirty days after the eiection. 
SHALL THE AMENDMENT BE 
APPROVED? 
CD YES 
CD NO 

H 0001:1 

November 6, 2012 

(AdditlMaf 

Ubiaryact. 

Ainaloiil 
necessan f̂jSl 

An additional tax for the benefit of 

(Name pl subdivision submitting resolution or 
public library) 
for the purpose of al a 
rate not exceeding, mills 
for each one dollar of valuation, 
which amounts to 

(Rata expressed in dollars and oanis) 
for each one hundred dollars of 
valuation, for 
(Ufe of indebtedness or number of years Ihe levy 
is to run) 
commencing in , first 

(First year Ihe lax will be levied) 
due in calendar year 
(First calendar year which Ihe lax shal be due) 

CD FOR THE TAX LEVY 

CD AGAINST THE TAX LEVY 

A renewal of a tax for the benefit of 

(Narne of subdivision subinllling rasoMlon or 
pubilc library) 
for the purpose of ' 
at a rate not exceeding mills 
fbr each one dollar of valuatton, which 
amounts to • 
(Rale expressed in doHaiB and cents) 
for each one hundred doilars of 
valuation, for_ 
O.He of Indebtedness or number of yeara ttie levy 
is to run) 

commencing In . 
(First year ttw tax wM be levied) 

first due In calendar year .̂ 
(First calendar yeer which Ihe lax shaU be due) 

<=» FOR THE TAX LEVY 

CD AGAINST THE TAX LEVY 

Page 3 of4 
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This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for ballot layout 
for candidates for the November 2012 General Election. 
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Kl 
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OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT 
.County 

PrbposedTax Levy 

(Niiiis qTadioal 

A mmority'affirm vote ia 
necessary>foi!!;%iMagei° i 

Shall a levy be Imposed by the 

(Name of school disirict] 
for the purpose of 

in IA 
(Purpose shall be boldface lype of at least MtX— 
the size of the lype immediately surrounding tt) 
ttie sum of , ^ 
(Annual amount Ihe levy is lo produce) 

and a levy of taxes to be made outsidOki. 
of the ten-milMimitation estimated by 
the county auditor to average 

mills for each one 
(Number of mills) 

dollar of valuation, with amounts to 

(Rata expressed in dollars and cents) 
for each one hundred dollars 
of valuation..for a period of 

(Lilb of indebtedness or number of years levy is 
lo be imposed) 
years, commencing in . u. 

(First year the Ux wS be levii^. 
first due in calendar year 

(First calendar year which the lax shall be due},... 

CD FOR THE TAX LEVY 
CD AGAINST THE TAX LEVY 

bnd .issue 

(Nmarsub(tMilqn,'dlBlticl, ootoo*. 
Hbniy'cirbolmQ 

A inajority aflinnativa vote Is 
necesiiary fiorikassage. ̂  

Shall lx>nds be issued by the 

(Name of subdivision) 
for ttie purpose of 

(Purpose of the bond issue printed in boldface 
lype) 
In Uie principle amount of 

(Principle amount of Ihe bond issue) 
to be repaid annually over a maximum 
period of 
(The maximum number of years over which the 
principle of Ihe bonds msy be paid) 

years, and an annual levy of 
property taxes be made outside the 

(As applied. tentnlD*. or"... charter lax*) 

limitation, estimated by the county 
auditor to average over Uie 
repayment period of the bond issue 

001 TWP A.. 

K General Election 

mills 
(Number of miUs) 

for each one dollar of (ax valuation, 
which amounts to 
(Rate expressed in cents or doSars and cents, 
such as '36 cents' or *S1.41*) 
for each one hundred dollars of 
tax valuation, commencing in 

. first due 
(First year Ihe lax wHI be levied) 
in calendar year. 
(First calendar year which the lax wiD be levied) 
to pay the annual debt charges on the 
bonds, and to pay debt charges on any 

_noles in anticipation of those bonds? 

tCD FOR THE BOND ISSUE 

TID AGAINST THE 
BOND ISSUE 

.Prbpbsed Municipal 
Incbme-Tax 

(NameofiubdMslon) 

îA (naJorî lfijNlnnatl̂  yote Is 
.neieessary. for paae age... 

Shall the Ordinance providing for a 
• percent levy on income for 

(Brief description of purpose of the levy) 

be passed? 
CD FOR THE INCOME TAX 

CD AGAINST THE 
INCOME TAX 

ByPbti^n 
Local Uqiibr Opdon for 
Particular Location 

AmaJority-afAifmattvevoteir : 
^n îcessary-fbrMMage. ' y r / - ' - -̂ $̂ ^ 
«;>.»i..;\v.v«-3.>>a:».wr^.-j-.->C:»'.«.:;... •ii.'J-. v '.ii^'i 

(1) Shall Uie sale of. 

(Insert above one or more of the fonawing three 
cholcea: *beef̂ . Vwne and mixed beverages': or 
'spiiiluous Hqiior') 
be permitted by 
pnsert name (as submitted to Division of 
Idquor Control) of HquorparniH holder or 
apiAcani. or Bquor agency siore. induding, 
if applicable, trade or Sdilious name under 
which applicant for, or holder of. liquor permit 
or liquor agency slore either does, or intends 
lo do, business al Ihe particular location] 

a(n) .. 
Onsen 'an appKeanl ior̂  or 'a holder or 
or "bn operator o n 
a 
(Insert name of the type of liquor permfl or permit, 
or il appropriate, liquor agency store for the Stale 

K 0001:1 

November 6, 2012 

of Ohio') 

liquor permit(s) who is 
engaged in the business of 

(Insert general nahire of the business in which 
liquor permit holder or appHcam is engaged, or 
wW be engaged, at the panicular localian.) 
at 
(Insert address of the particular locaiion wlihin 
thaprednd) 

in this prednct?' 

CD YES 

CD NO 

(2) Shall the sale of 

(Insert above one or more of follawlng three 
choices: 'beer': ^wne and mixed beverages': or 
'spirituous liquor') 

be permitted for sale on Sunday 
t}etween the hours of 

by 
(msen one of the foRowing: ten a.m. and 
midnighr or 'eleven a.m. and nWdnlghf) 

[Insert name (as submitted lo Division of Uquor 
Control) of liquor pennil holder or applicant, or 
liquor agency siore, including. V appGcable, Irade 
or fictitious name under which applicani ftor, or 
holder of. liquor pemA or b'quor agency store 
either does, or inioiKis to do, business at the 
particular focation] 

a(n) 
[Insert aH thet appOes: 'an applicani for a 0^ 
liquor pemtn, holder of a D-6 Iquor penral,* or 
liquor agency siore."^ appdeant Ibr or holder 
of an Ar1.A, M , M a . C-l . C-2x. 0-1. D-2x. D-3, 
D'Sx. 0-4. D-5.0-Sb. D-Sc DSe. D-Sf. D-Sh. D-
51. D-Si. D-5k. D-5m or D-7 Uquor permR,* (If 
only the approval of beer sales is sought̂  or 
liquor agency atorel 
who is engaged in ttie business of 

(Insert generai nature of the business In which 
liquor pemU holder or appBcant is engaged, or 
will be engaged, at Ihe particular location.) 

at 
in this precinct?" 
(Insert address of Ihe particular location within 
Ihepreoinci) 

CD YES 

CD NO 
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for candidates for the November 2012 General Election. 
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Brown, Mandel agree to three 
debates, including one in Columbus 
r/ie Columbus IXspatch Friday August 17.2012 6:0i PM 

Comments: S Ker.tiiTimenc] 6 Tweet 9 

Ohio's leading 
candidates in the race 
for the U.S. Senate 
today agreed to three 
debates, including one 
in Columbus. 

Campaign officials for ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ F I L E 

^ U .5. Sen. Sherrod Demoaatic U S. Senator Sherrod Brown (left) and 

fg^ Brown, a Democrat, and Repwtiiican Slats Treasurer Josh Ktendei (right) will 

^ Republican .losh debate in Cleveland. Columbus and Cincinnati 

1^ Mandel, Ohio'.s 

t n treasurer, agreed to the three debates late this afternoon. 

sr 
SJ' DetaiKs of the debates have not been set, although it is known that one of 
O the debates will be held at (lie City Club in Cleveland on Oct. 15 and 
K l another Oct. 25 in Cincinnati, which will be hosted by NBC. 

The Columbus debate will he sponsored hy Ohio's eight largest 
newspapers, including The Columbus Di.<;patch, and WBNS-ioTV (Ch. 
10). 

Add to Favorites Print Story Email 

Ads by Yahool 

P o a i c a i Oisc i issbn 
A New Place to Talk About Politics. Join LiveClliaen Today! 
(www.LiveCitlsen.coRi) 

nh|hts To Columbus 
Search Cheapest Fligh is To Colambus. Compare FliKhts&Save! 
(Columbus.TripMama.coin) 

Cantraverslal Issiies 
Debate topics with bttodredsofcredible sources in a pro-con format. 
(www.ProCon.org) 

OSU Buckeyes Super Store 
Shop for Ohio Slate BuckeyesKcar For Alumni ft Fans. Go Buckeyes! 
(BuckeyesPlanet.com) 

dispatch.com/.../senate-debate-columb... 1/1 



rsl 

2012 CANDIDATE SELECTION CRITERIA 
FOR SENATORIAL DEBATEf 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The Ohio Newspaper Organization ("OHNO*') is comprised of eight news organizations 
firom the State of Ohio. As it has in the past, the OHNO intends to sponsor one or more 
debates to educate and afford the members of the public an opportunity to sharpen their 
views of the candidates for the office of United States Senator for the State of Ohio. 

Such voter educational activities will be conducted in accordance with all applicable legal 
requirements, including regulations of the Federal Election Commission requiring that 
debate sponsors extend invitations to debate based on the application of "pre-established, 

Kl objective" criteria. The purpose of the criteria is to identify those candidates who have 
^ achieved a level of support such that they are realistically considered to be among the 
^ principal rivals for die Senate. 

^ In connection with the 2012 general election, tfae OHNO will apply three criteria to each 
Q declared candidate to determine whether that candidate qualifies for inclusion in . one or 
^ more of the (̂ INO*s debates. The criteria are (1) constitutional eligibility; (2) ballot 
*̂  access and (3) electoral support. All. three criteria must be satisfied in order for a 

candidate to participate in a debate. 

B. 2012 NONPARTISAN SELECTION CRITERIA 

The OHNO nonpartisan criteria for candidates to participate in the 2012 Senatorial 
debates are: 

1. EVIDENCE OF CONSTnTJTIONAL ELIGIBILITY 

The OHNO's first criterion requires satisfaction of the eligibility requirements of the 
United States Constitution. The requirements are satisfied if tfae candidate for Senate: 

a. is inhabitant of Ohio (U.S. Const. Art. I, § 3) 

b. is at least thirty years of age (U.S. Const. Art. I, § 3) 

c. has been a United States citizen for at least nine years prior to tfae election (U.S. 
Const. Art. I, § 3) 

2. EVIDENCE OF BALLOT ACCESS 

The OHNO's second criterion requires tfaat tfae candidate qualify to faave his/faer name 
appear on the Ohio ballot. As applicable, candidates must comply widi die following 
timeline prescribed by the Ohio General Assembly (as outiined below) and otherwise 
maintain his or her ballot qualification: 



a. Major Party Candidate: By 4:00 p.m. on the 90*'' day before the primary election 
[R.C. § 3513.05], the candidate must file the following material with the Ohio 
Secretary of State Elections Division: 

$150 filing fee. [R.C. §§ 3513.10(A) & (B)] 
• A "Declaration of Candidacy" and its accompanying "Petition For 

Candidate" (Ohio Secretary of State Form No. 2-C) with 1,000 signatures. 
[R.C.§ 3513.05] 

b. Minor Party Candidates: By 4:00 p.m. on the 90* day before the primary election 
[R.C. § 3513.05], must file the following material with the Ohio Secretary of 

tiQ State Elections Division: 

• $150 filing fee. [R.C. §§ 3513.10(A) & (B)] 
^ " A "Declaration of Candidacy" and its accompanying "Petition For 

Candidate" (Ohio Secretary of State Form No. 2-C) witii 500 signatures. 
SI [R.C. § 3513.05] 
SJ 
0 c. Independent Candidates: By 4:00 p.m. on the day before the primary election 

[R.C. § 3513.257], must file the following material with the Ohio Secretary of 
State Elections Division: 

$150 filing fee. [R.C. §§ 3513.10(A) & (B)] 
" A ''Nominating Petition And Statement Of Candidacy" (Ohio Secretary of 

State Form No. 3-D) witii 5,000 signatures. [R.C. 3513.257] 

3. EVIDENCE OF ELECTORAL SUPPORT 

The OHNO's third criterion requires ffae candidate to demonstrate electoral support by 
satisfying each of fhe following objective requirements. 

a. A candidate must have reached a minimum threshold in Ofaio state polls, as 
measured by one of tfae three alternative polls: The candidate received an average 
of at least 10% in all polls released between March 1, 2012 and September 24, 
2012 by (i) the OHNO; (ii) Rasmussen; or (iii) Quinnipiac. 

b. The candidate (i) has filed an applicable fundraising report(s) establishing 
candidate has raised at least $500,000 to support his/her campaign since tfae 
formation of his/faer campaign committee; (ii) is tfae nominee of a major party; or 
(iii) received in excess of 10% of the. general election vote in the immediately 
preceding election for the office of UnitCKl States Senator. 

Kl 



C. APPLICATION OF CRITERIA 

The OHNO's determination with respect to participation in the ONO's debate(s) will be 
made after the publication of the OHNO public polling, but sufficiently in advance of the 
debate to allow for orderly planning. 
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